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ABSTRACT 

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, a load cup mechanism is 
provided for loading and unloading apparatus such as a CMP apparatus. The load cup 
mechanism, configured to load a work piece into and to unload a work piece from the 
apparatus, comprises a load cup arm configured to pivot about an axis between a load 
position aligned with the apparatus and an off-load position. A work piece platform is 
coupled to an end of the load cup arm and a plurality of lift fingers and a plurality of guide 
fingers, configured to support and center a work piece, are spaced about the work piece 
platform. A plurality of guide posts are spaced apart about the periphery of the work piece 
platform and are configured to align the work piece platform, in the load position, to the 
processing apparatus. 
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